NCHA- Spring 2003

Violence and Assault
Survey Results

National College Health Assessment
Spring 2003

INTRODUCATION AND METHODOLOGY ..ottt sneesne e snnenneenneas 2
FINDINGS . ..t h ettt ek e s b e e s Rt e e Rt e Rt e R e e SR e e SR e e e R e e R e e R b e eR R e eE e e e R e e Ee e s Ee e neenneaneeemeeaneeneenne e 3
VIOLENCE: PHYSICAL ABUSE AND ASSAULT ..ottt ettt ee s 3
Undergraduates and Graduate/Professional STUBNT ..o 4
ON-CampPUS AN OFF-CAMPUS.......e ittt ettt b bt b e et b e bt bt s b e b e e eae e b e e bt e bt s b e e b e neenb e s e ene et e ebeabe e e 4
HIGN-RISK DIFINKEIS ...ttt ettt st e et e e e it et e e b e be et e b e e e Rt e Rt e R e eb e eE e b e e em e eb e e be et e seeebene et eneeneeneabeaaennan 5
International and RESIAENT STUUENES..........cviiiriiieei et er et 5

GLBT STUABNTS ..tttk b bbb bbb bbb e bbbt b et e bbbttt n e e 6
RACE/ETNNICITY ...ttt ettt b et et e e st et e b e e be st et e e st e R e e R e e ke e b et e e e Rt e b e e R e ebeebeebe st et e n e eneeneereebennan 6
FUTURE RESEARCH ...ttt ettt ae e s bttt a bt s e s bt e s b e s be e s be e beeneeaneesbeeabeebeenbe e 7
OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION ... oottt ettt sttt sbe et et sb e s e sneesaeenneas 7

* significant to < .05, ** significant to < .01, ***significant to < .001

Student Affairs Assessment 1



NCHA- Spring 2003

INTRODUCATION AND METHODOLOGY

The National College Health Assessment (NCHA) survey instrument is a comprehensive survey
designed to assess all aspects of students’ health including general health, alcohol and drug use,

sexual health and activity, exercise habits, and nutrition. This report pertains to items regarding
violence and assault.

Reference to the NCHA comparative information refers to the national sample for the spring
2003 survey conducted by the American College Health Association (ACHA), which consists of
19,497 respondents from 33 schools around the country.

Reference to the OSU sample refers to the spring 2003 administration of the survey on the main
campus of The Ohio State University. A random sample of 3,000 undergraduate, graduate and
professional students were surveyed, 562 responses were collected (18.7%). The sample from
The Ohio State University is not exactly comparable to the national sample, primarily in that the
OSU sample contains more graduate students, and therefore older students, than the national
sample. This is partly accounted for by including analysis by class rank and age, but this
difference needs to be considered in interpreting comparisons to the national findings.

In the analysis, various student populations were stratified by gender, age category, class rank,
international status and campus residence. Some distinctions were made for ethnicity and sexual
orientation; however, caution is recommended in the interpretation of the results given the small
sample size.

Some distinctions are made for high-risk drinkers, which are categorized by the definition used
in the Spring 2002 CORE Alcohol and Drug survey, an undergraduate study administered by the
Core Institute at Southern Illinois University. A high-risk drinker is categorized as someone who
drank five or more drinks at one sitting in the past two weeks. Reference to time frames such as,
within the last year, within the last month or 30 days, etc. are in relationship to the day the survey
was administered in April 2003.

* significant to < .05, ** significant to < .01, ***significant to < .001
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FINDINGS
VIOLENCE: PHYSICAL ABUSE AND ASSAULT

Respondents were asked about their experiences of emotional, physical and sexual abuse in the
past year. A Chi-Square analysis indicated no significant differences between OSU students and
the national sample.

Table 1.26: Within the last school year, have you..? (percentages)

Total
osu NCHA
(n=560) |(n=19,497)|Difference

Been in a physical fight 5.9 6.7 -0.8
Been physically assaulted (not including 25 3.7 1.2
sexual assault)
Expengnced verbal threats for sex against 4.3 3.7 0.6
your will
\I,Ev>i<"perienced sexual touching against your 9.1 9.9 0.8
Attempted_ sexual pene-tra_non (vaglngl, 27 3.2 05
anal, oral intercourse) against your will
Experienced sexual penetration (vaginal,
anal, oral intercourse) against your will 1.8 1.8 0.0
In a relationship that was emotionally
abusive 12.9 13.4 -0.5
In a r_elat|onsh|p that was physically 21 2.0 0.1
abusive
In a relationship that was sexually abusive 1.4 1.6 -0.2

* significant to < .05, ** significant to < .01, ***significant to < .001
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Gender
e OSU women (n=334) were significantly more likely to experience verbal threats for sex
against their will in the last school year (6.6%), as compared to NCHA women
(n=12,338) with 4.2% reporting that they experienced verbal threats for sex against their
will, 2 (1) = 4.778*.
OSU women were more likely to experience all types of violence with the exception of being
in a physical fight or being physically assaulted (not including sexual assault) (See Table

1.27).

Table 1.27: Within the last school year, have you..? (percentages)

osu osu

Women Men

(n=334) (n=223) |[Difference|y2(df=1)
Been in a physical fight 1.8 12.2 |-10.4***| 25.666
Been physically assaulted (not including 21 32 11
sexual assault)
Expengnced verbal threats for sex against 6.6 0.9 5 7%+ | 10.561
your will
\IIEVﬁrJerlenced sexual touching against your 12.9 36 9.3%* | 14.049
Attempteq sexual penetrat!on (vagma], 4.2 0.4 3 g 7177
anal, oral intercourse) against your will
Expenencgd sexual penetratlon (vaglpal, 27 0.4 2 3k 3.850
anal, oral intercourse) against your will
Ina r.elatlonshlp that was emotionally 15.0 9.9 51
abusive
Ina r'elatlonshlp that was physically 27 13 14
abusive
In a relationship that was sexually abusive 1.5 1.3 0.2

Undergraduates and Graduate/Professional Student
Significant differences were found between undergraduates (n=379) and graduate/
professionals (n=159) related to involvement in physical fights, with 7.9% of undergraduates
having been in a fight in the past year, and 1.3% of graduate/professional students having
been in a fight in the past year, y* (1) = 8.984**,

On-Campus and Off-Campus
Off-campus students (n=419) reported a significantly greater chance of being in a physically
abusive relationship (2.9%), as compared to on-campus students (n=140) with no (0.0%)
students reporting experiencing a physically abusive relationship in the past year,
v (1) = 4.098*

* significant to < .05, ** significant to < .01, ***significant to < .001
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High-Risk Drinkers
High-risk drinkers reported higher percentages for all nine questions related to violence on
campus, significantly higher on five of the nine questions (See Table 1.28).

Table 1.26: Within the last school year, have you..? (percentages)

High-Risk | Low-Risk
Drinkers | Drinkers
(n=223) (n=335) |Difference|y2(df=1)

Been in a physical fight 11.2 2.4 g.8*+ | 18.777
S::S;Zﬁi;:j[{l)y assaulted (not including 40 15 5
Egsre\:\i/ﬁrced verbal threats for sex against 45 4 0.3
\IIE\I)iilperienced sexual touching against your 12.6 6.9 5 7+ & 168
el oral mercoutoe) againetyourwil | 45 15 | 307 | as7
ana oral mercourse) aganstyouril | 27 12| 15
glbzlsriiljtionship that was emotionally 17.0 10.2 6.8% 5 502
:bs Sr:/léationship that was physically 36 19 5
In a relationship that was sexually abusive| 2.7 0.6 2.1* 4.162

International and Resident Students
International students (n=38) reported that they did not experience any problems (0.0%) with
violence in any the following categories, physical assault, verbal threats, attempted sexual
penetration, actual sexual penetration, being in a physically abusive relationship, or being in
an emotionally abusive relationship.

* significant to < .05, ** significant to < .01, ***significant to < .001
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GLBT Students
Experiencing sexual touching against their will was reported by a significantly greater
percentage of GLBT students (n=24) (25.0%), whereas, 7.9% of heterosexual students
(n=522) reported the same experience of sexual touching against their will, * (1) = 8.574**,
GLBT students were significantly more likely than heterosexual students to be in an
emotionally abusive relationship, with 33.3% of GLBT students reporting having been in an
emotionally abusive relationship, as compared to 11.9% of heterosexual students reporting
the same, y* (1) = 9.451**

Race/Ethnicity
The percentage of students reporting being in emotionally abusive relationships in the past
year was significantly different between Other category students (26.7%), White/Caucasian
students (12.5%), Asian/Pacific Islander students (12.2%), Hispanic/Latino/a students
(10.0%), and Black/African American students with 0.0%, * (5) = 12.019%***,

No significant differences were found between undergraduate years in school, and age
categories.

* significant to < .05, ** significant to < .01, ***significant to < .001
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FUTURE RESEARCH

In addition to reports provided by the office of Student Affairs Assessment, additional uses of
this data include:

1)

2)

3)

Identification of specific issues with OSU students that might be improved
programmatically by student affairs or other offices on campus. In addition to
referencing this report, programs and offices on campus may review the data files, or
request a focused analysis of individual question items by contacting the Office of Student
Affairs Assessment or Student Wellness to gain access to the data or obtain more detailed
information.

The tracking of change over time so that improvements or possible problem areas can be
identified. OSU currently plans to participate in the survey again in the spring of 2006
to enable this tracking.

Making comparisons to the national sample so that OSU can identify areas that may need
to be researched further in terms of identifying best practices from other institutions. In
addition to comparisons made in this report, a data set containing information from other
large, research institutions has been requested from NCHA so that more specific
comparisons can be made.

OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION

The Ohio State University Office of Public Safety publishes an annual crime report,

available on their website: http://uservl.police.ohio-state.edu/police/campus safety

* significant to < .05, ** significant to < .01, ***significant to < .001
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